Retroperitoneal sarcomas: combined modality treatment approaches.
Retroperitoneal soft tissue sarcomas are rare tumors estimated to account for 15%of all patients with soft tissue sarcoma seen in referral populations. The standard of care for patients with localized, resectable retroperitoneal sarcomas is surgical resection with gross and microscopically negative margins. However, owing to the large size and locally advanced nature of these tumors, this goal is difficult to achieve in most patients. As a result, the disease is characterized by a high propensity for local recurrence and a grade-specific risk for distant metastasis. Over the past decade, there has been considerable research into combined modality treatment of these tumors. The present report outlines current concepts relating to the diagnosis, staging, and management of retroperitoneal sarcomas. Emphasis is placed on evolving combined modality treatment approaches and current investigational strategies.